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Left - Working Bee at the ASF Briars 
site on 5th October 2003 
 
Both Photos - By John Cleverdon 

Below - Telescope Learning Day at 
the ASF Briars site on 9th August 
2003 
 
Both Photos - By John Cleverdon 
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Here you can see the similarity between 
the mirror cell (left) & the back or rear cell 
of the Wigmore telescope (above) 
 
When we got the mirror it was in its cell & 
had cork ring & tar paper behind the 
mirror. The mirror had a silver coating, but 
was about 50% gone with lots of holes, but 
still enough to test the mirror. We took the 
mirror to Roger Davies telescope shop for 
testing & he said it was OK. Roger know 
of the Wigmore telescope but did not twig 
at the time. 
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Photos on this page - Ken Marriott up the ladder looking 
at the Moon in the day.  
 
Ken & I spent many nights just look at the night sky 
 
I Built the telescope for Ken Marriott & after many year  
of use Ken decided to sell the telescope to me.  
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Sky Drover revisits Swinburne on the 20th February 2009 
 

My other telescope is named Sky Dancer so I was keeping a 
theme going with the names of my telescopes. Sky Drover was 
built on the Tom Clark design where the upper cage fits in to the 
mirror box for storage. 
 

Photo Below - from left ????, Rod Brown, Christophe Fluke,  
Barry Clark & Greg Walton 
 

Photos - From 
Rod Brown 
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Brief Notes on the Swinburne 18" Astronomical Telescope 
The Swinburne College Council was informed in November 1928 that Mr. R -W. Wigmore was willing to donate to the 

College, a large astronomical telescope built by him in 1894. Councilor’s inspected the telescope and Mr. Wigmore's offer was 
accepted. Arrangements were then made to remove it to the College in December 1928. 

The telescope was a Newtonian Reflector of f/7-f/8 focal ratio with a 46cm (18-inches) diameter circular mirror of 7.6cm 
thickness (3-inches) and having a paraboidal figure. It had a Brashear diagonal mirror. The sheet metal tube was about 3.5m in length 
and supported on an equatorial mount employing a large fork. A falling-weight clockwork motor wound up by a hand crank was used 
to drive the telescope about its polar axis. 

The telescope was installed initially on the roof of the old Arts School building but structural problems developed with the 
roof and the telescope was removed and placed in storage for many years. 

In 1951 it was decided to bring the telescope into use again for a class in astronomy commencing in 1952 and the decision 
was taken to locate it on the roof of the Chemistry School roof (the Chemistry School Building later came to be known as the Applied 
Science Building). 

In August 1951, the Public Works Department was asked to report on the proposed installation. This report was duly 
received stating that the building's roof could take the additional load. In the meantime the telescope was given a thorough overhaul 
and the mirror was sent to Nit Stromlo Observatory for re-aluminisation. The telescope was installed subsequently and housed in a 
roll-off shed running on rails. 

Astronomy classes were held thereafter for a number of years following the telescope's installation and the telescope was 
used in the evenings for that purpose. The classes, however, did not attract the interest of many students. Enthusiasts with more 
astronomical knowledge than that conveyed in the class instruction used the telescope as well and in 1959 four of these enthusiasts 
asked Council for permission to form an Astronomical Group associated with the College. Staff member Jim Long, then the instructor 
of the astronomy class and a member of the group of four, was provided with keys for access and made responsible for liaison with 
the College Physics staff principally with Mr Bingham who had also been an instructor in astronomy. 

Access was made available to the group for a trial period of 12 months and they instructed interested members of the public 
during 1960. The arrangement was discontinued suddenly by mutual agreement when the decision was made to add a new floor to the 
building. The telescope and roll-off shed were removed quickly and disposed of by the College after 1960. Unfortunately, the 
telescope's subsequent movements are not known with certainty 

Rod Brown Director Historical Section Astronomical Society of Victoria, on 29th June 1994 
 
 
Below a Letter I sent to Geoff Dudley 
 
To Geoff Dudley 
Swinburne University of Technology 
2 John Street Hawthorn 3122 
Phone 61 (3) 9214 8396 
 
Dear Geoff,          Date - 2/10/2003 
 
 Thank you for the photos of the Robert Wigmore 18” telescope and some extra in sight about the history of this 
telescope. You said in your letter that the primary mirror was a speculum metal, but the mirror Ken Marriott has is glass. 
This mirror was in a cast iron mirror housing which looks exactly the same as the Wigmore 18” housing (See Photo). You 
also said the Wigmore telescope had 2 focusers. After a bit of pondering and reexamining the picture in ATM Journal, I 
noticed that the observer is viewing through the focuser which is closest to the primary mirror end, the same focuser you 
said was for astrophotography. The only explanation I can think of is the Wigmore telescope had 2 mirrors. The speculum 
metal mirror with a F ratio of 7-8 to suit the focuser furthest from the primary mirror end and the glass mirror with a F 
ratio of 5.5 to suit the focuser closest to the primary mirror end. Most likely the speculum metal mirror was replaced with 
the glass mirror, the same mirror Ken Marriott has. The cast iron mirror housing is most likely part of the original Robert 
Wigmore telescope. It’s a shame that the telescope left Swinburne as it may have survived, but it most likely has been 
melted down for its scrap metal value. 
 
 Ken is still using the telescope I built for viewing with his family and friends; Ken is also a member of the ASF. 
 

I hope this may jolt some memories and some more parts of the puzzle will fall in to place. Please keep me 
informed of any new news about this telescope.  

   
Clear skies, Greg Walton 
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Sky Drover today, By Greg Walton 
 

Sky Drover is still being used on a regular bases at the MPAS Briars site & travels to ASV's LMDSS once a year for 
Monash University. See links - Monash at LMDSS 2014 https://vimeo.com/108736453 
 
Also I have added an Argonavis to help find deep sky object faster & a 31mm Nagler eyepiece, I had to add some weight 
to the back of the mirror box to make it all balance, as the 31mm Nagler is almost a Kg. I replaced the ground board 
bearings with plastic roller which made it much smoother to move.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society 

Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society 

Please purchase VeryDOC PS to PDF Converter on http://www.verydoc.com to remove this watermark.

Please purchase VeryDOC PS to PDF Converter on http://www.verydoc.com to remove this watermark.

http://www.verydoc.com
http://www.verydoc.com

